
2021 Annual 
Network 
Survey 
Results

The fifth annual Legal Empowerment 
Network survey was carried out from June 

to October 2021. The survey had 310 
respondents from 68 different countries. 

The responses for each question are 
displayed in graphs for simple visual 

understanding.



Number of responses per country

310 responses from 68 countries



% of survey responses per region

310 responses from 68 countries



Members are helping people to...

*Note: % in the graphic may not add up to 100%  due to rounding.
310 responses



For second 
consecutive year, 

members wants us 
to prioritize

❖ Community organizing & 
empowerment

❖ Training and supporting of 
community paralegals / 
barefoot lawyers / community 
legal workers



The top 6 voted justice challenges for our learning 
opportunities are

309 respondents, 1355 responses





The “Justice for All” campaign 
continues to build momentum 
towards improving financing 
and protection for grassroots 

justice defenders



The three most voted themes 
for network’s global advocacy…

❖ Promote grassroots legal 
empowerment in global SDG and 
“access to justice” spaces and 
frameworks

❖ Continue to focus on protection for 
grassroots justice defenders

❖ Continue to focus on increasing 
financing for the field

307 respondents, 970 responses



Financing



This year, only 16% of survey respondents said that 
their funding situation has improved, while 45% said 

their funding situation has worsened



78% respondents will 

either have to make cuts to 
operate or may not be able 
to operate due to lack of 
funds

310 respondents



Based on historical results, financial struggles have increased 
over time since 2018 



29% of survey respondents report to 
have an organizational budget under 

20,000 USD



67% of the survey respondents report to have 
only 1 or 2 funding sources, threatening their 

financial sustainability 



Respondents’ funding source comes from

298 respondents, 301 responses



Protection



74 % of survey respondents struggle 
to do legal empowerment work in their 
countries’ political and social context

310 responses



More than half of respondents said 
that the political and social 
environment in their countries 
worsened in comparison to last year

310 responses



50%
of the respondents, members of their organizations or people they serve have 
been threatened, arrested or harassed pursuing justice in the last year 



Member feedback



How has the network supported your organization in 
Knowledge and/or skill Learning?

*Note: % in the graphic may not add up to 100%  due to rounding.
310 responses



How has the network supported your organization in 
improving your work?

310 responses*Note: % in the graphic may not add up to 100%  due to rounding.



How has the network supported your organization in 
mobilizing support or increasing sustainability?

310 responses*Note: % in the graphic may not add up to 100%  due to rounding.



Being a member has helped me learn good 

practices...particularly to address and seek to 

improve access to information for PWDs, new 

gender equality advocacy approach to 

meaningfully address gender discrimination...

Being part of this Legal Network it 

increase more opportunity that focuses 

in reshaping the legal pillars of the 

work we do as a Civil Society 

Organization...

Is there anything else you 
would like to tell us or 
describe in more detail 
related to the impact of being 
a member of the network?

From the time we became a member of the 

Legal Empowerment Network our 

organization is exposed to other grassroots 

organizations globally. We are among 100 

outstanding grassroots organizations…and 

among  2020 TOP MEMBERS.

The network has helped me to associate with 

more stakeholders and mobilize my 

community for one common goal ,we 

manage to have a nutritional garden with 

women during the lockdown period.



Respondents’ thoughts on the state of network’s community

310 responses*Note: % in the graphic may not add up to 100%  due to rounding.



COVID 19 challenges



As the pandemic enters its 2nd year, what are the main challenges that your staff 
and your organization are facing that we as a network should focus on related to 

the COVID-19 pandemic?



Government restriction on the 
name of Lock down. Lawyers are not 
mentioned front liners. Legal service 

are not categorized as important 
services. Funding, Lack of 

Accessibility of transportation. etc.

Challenges: Lack of funding for 
pandemic prevention tools, Lack of 

access to technology, Vaccine equity, 
Discrimination, Restricted space for 

Community to interact with the 
government to gain their basic Civic 

rights, Lack of justice

What are the main challenges 
that your staff and your 
organization are facing that we 
as a network should focus on 
related to the COVID-19 
pandemic?

During this period of pandemic we have 

been victims of several violations and 

discrimination. We ask the network to 

continue to focus its efforts on building the 

capacity of members, in the areas of social 

justice, fundraising, security and protection, 

environmental laws, 

equitable justice.

Due to continuation of pandemic, the govt 

has bypassed or relaxed some of the 

environment norms/clearance for ease of 

doing business. Whereas community is 

denied access to public space to lodge 

protest and demonstrate against such move 

in the name  of pandemic protocol....



Summary Findings



For the 2nd year in a row

Member continue to say that 
we should focus our learning 
opportunities on challenges 
related to 

❖ Women’s Rights 
❖ Land & Environmental 

Justice. 

Member wants us to prioritize:

❖ Community organizing & 
empowerment

❖ Training and supporting 
of community paralegals 
/ barefoot lawyers / 
community legal workers

The top three areas of focus for 
global advocacy are 

1)   Promote grassroots legal 
empowerment in global SDG and 
“access to justice” spaces and 
framework; 

2)   Continue to focus on protection 
for grassroots justice defenders;  

3)   Continue to focus on increasing 
financing for the field. (slide 17)



New takeaways from this year’s survey

Funding sustainability is 
becoming increasingly difficult, 
with 2021 at its worst (slide 
13). Funding also came up as 
the major challenges 
organizations faced during 
covid 19 that they want the 
network to work on (slide 28).

74% (Slide 18) of the members 
struggle to do Legal 
Empowerment work in their 
political and social context, and 
50% (slide 20) have been 
threatened, arrest or harassed 
pursuing justice in the last year, 
marking an increase compare to 
2019 record. 

The Network’s activities and 
efforts are having an impact 
especially in term of “Learning 
knowledge and/or skill” (slide 
22) and “improving 
organizational work” (slide 23). 



For more information on 
the Legal 

Empowerment Network 
and the Justice For All 
global campaign, visit:

https://namati.org/network
&

https://justiceforall2030.org

https://namati.org/network
https://justiceforall2030.org

